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This month of July 1998 we are 
focussing again on missions. We 
thank God that the missions team 
that went up to Thailand in June has 
a meaningful trip there. As the 
Pastor I also encourage you all to 
support the Nias Indonesian 
orphanage support project headed 
by Pastor Michael . 

The verse in the Gospel of John 
starts in this way "For God so loved 
the world .. . ". This message is 
simple enough for a kid to 
understand but is also so profound 
that theologians throughout the 
ages still ponder on its implications 
and significance. 

Most Christians believe that the 
basis for worldwide missions can be 
found in the Bible. But there may 
be another way of seeing it - God's 
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saving missions is a basis of Biblical 
revelations to man. The Bible 
therefore reveals to us God's love 
for all mankind through his saving 
actions. 

It can be said that God since the 
beginning of time has been at work 
to fulfil these purposes - the 
redemption of mankind from sin and 
death. As a church, God has given 
us the mandate for world 
evangelization through the Bible. 
The Bible has also given us the 
message for world evangelization. 
To evangelize is to spread the good 
news that Jesus Christ died for our 
sins and was raised from the dead 
according to the Scriptures, and that 
as the reigning Lord He now offers 
the forgiveness of sins and the gift 
of the Spirit to all who repent and 
believe. 

Let us as a church, be alert and 
seize every opportunity to fulfil the 
mandate of God to evangelize. Let 
us continue to be diligent, 
resourceful and be excited about 
missions. 

An atheist (someone who do not 
believe there is a God) once wrote 
mockingly: 



"Did I firmly believe, as millions 
say that they do, that the 
knowledge and practice of 
religion in this life influences 
destiny in another... I should 
esteem one soul gained for 
heaven worth a life of suffering. 
Earthly consequences should 
never stay my hand, nor seal 
my lips. Earth, its joy and its 
griefs, would occupy no 
moment of my thoughts. I would 
strife to look upon eternity alone 
and on the immortal souls 
around me, soon to be 
everlastingly happy or 
everlastingly miserable. I would 
go forth into the world and 
preach it in season and out of 
season, and my text would be 
'what shall it profit a man if he 
gain the whole world and lose 
his soul?" 

A young, 
wealthy, 
carefree 
cricket 
player in 
England 
read these 
words, 

and though he tried to dismiss them, 
he could not dismiss them from his 
mind. Finally he had to confront his 
difference and he surrendered and 
made a full commitment to Christ 
his Lord. Giving up his fortune, he 
became a missionary carrying the 

Gospel to Africa and Asia. He is 
none other than C.T. Studd, the 
founder of SIM (Sudan Interior 
Mission). When people asked him 
why he is willing to give up so much 
for the sake of the Gospel, he 
uttered this now famous statement" 
If Jesus be God and died 
for me, then no sacrifice 
can be too great for me to 
make for him." These words 
still echoes down to the 21 st 
Century to all Christians - if indeed 
Jesus who is God died for you, is 
there any thing too great for you to 
sacrifice for the Gospel's sake. 

Pastor .:Martin yee 



by Pastor Martin Vee 

"How did the universe begin?". 
"What keeps the universe going?" 
These two questions have occupied 
human minds since the beginning. 
Great minds like those of Albert 
Einstein and the currently world 
famous Cambridge physicist Steven 
Hawking have probed for answers 
to these questions via mathematical 
and scientific theories such as the 
"Big Bang". But puzzle is still far 
from being solved . Different ancient 
cultures also have different legends 
and myths regarding the origin of 
their world . These in turn affect 
their worldviews and responses to 
events and crisis in life. 

The word "cosmology" is derived 
from the Greek word kosmologia 
which means the study of the 
cosmos or universe, especially its 
origin or operation. Ancient 
creation accounts often portrayed 
creation as occurred through one of 
the following ways: 
1. From chaos or disorder, 
2. From nothingness (ex 

nihilo), 

3. 	 From world parents who 
were separated , 

4. 	 From a process of earth
diving e.g. in the Hindu 
Vishnu Purana , 

5. 	 From a few stages of 
appearances from some 
other worlds or 

6. 	 From a cosmic egg or 
primordial maternal 
mound.1 

Some principal characters also 
appear frequently in ancient creation 
stories: 
1. 	 A creator 
2. 	 An evil opponent 
3. 	 A first man or woman 
4. 	 A hero who dives to depths 

to find form 
5. 	 A flood hero who floats in 

an ark, representing a 
quest for a new beginning 

This article seeks to look at the 
cosmology of some cultures 
prevalent in Singapore and also 
outline the Christian cosmology 
from a Biblical perspective. 

Muslim cosmology 
The Quran which to the Muslims is 
the sacred revelations of Allah to his 
prophet Muhammed, has several 
references to an ex nihilo creation . 
In Sura 41:9 the Quran questions 
skeptics on how they can deny Allah 
who was so powerful as to create 
the earth in two days. In Sura 
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Theme Song: 

This is how God showed His love among us, 
He sent His one and only son, into the world, 
that we might live through him. (repeat) 

Chorus: 

This is love, this is 

love, 

Love at its highest 


-.. 	 that He 
Sent His son to die, 
As an atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. 
This is love, this is 
love, 
Love at its highest 
that He 
Sent His son to die, 
As an atoning 
sacrifice. 

Since our God so 

loved us dearly, 

Let us all love one 

another, 

Then His love is 

made complete in us. 

(repeat) 


THE WORD IN 
ACTION 

by Martin Cheah 

Although the message of Dr 
Robert Solomon was clear, God 
had to reinforce it with practical 
experience for me during the 
Buggy Ride. Fifteen buggies were 
rented and the convoy started 
down the road fine. After 
sometime, with no place to drive, 
we decided to go off the road into 
a forest track. At the fork in the 
forest track, some of the buggies 
took one direction and four of the 
buggies took another. 

I was in the group of four buggies 
led by Pastor Michael. We moved 
as a team. Each time one of the 
buggies got stuck in the loose 
sandy ground, the others would 
stop and help to get it out of the 
trap. And when the front buggy 
spotted the sand trap, it would 
quickly relay the wanting to the 
buggy behind and the message 
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A Modem Parable 
by Dr Lim Su Min 

pARABLE OF THE 
CONDOMINIUM 

The kingdom of heaven is like a classy condominium that an office 
worker greatly desires: It is in a prime residential area, with sophisticated 
neighbours, 3600 square feet, built-in cupboards, marble floor, solid gold 
fittings in the bathrooms, private jacuzzi, a covered car park, an olympic
size swimming pool and an attached 18 hole golf course. , 

J •It will cost many many million dollars: more than 40 .•'" years of his total income: He takes bank loans, sells .: ;~, ... :.' 

~. , .
everything he has, and buys that classy condominium. .-.~:,..... ~... ' " 

So precious is the kingdom of heaven, so desirable it is, that a man who 
wants it will do everything he can to acquire it. 

A good condominium apartment is a target of desire that Singaporeans can 
relate to. Price high, never mind. They will still buy, even though it costs 
them every cent they can afford. 

The kingdom of God is a precious possession like that: Greatly treasured, 
expensive to purchase. It requires you to give up all your worldly desires ... 

Those who have ears, 
let them hear! 

Acknowledgement: Above parable is taken ji-om the 
internet. Reproduced here with the permission ofDr Lim. 
The author is a doctor who worships at Wesley Methodist Church. 



While it is not impossible, it is difficult for the rich to become 
citizens ofGod's kingdom. 
Mark 10:23-25, NIV. "Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, 
How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!' The 
disciples were. amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, Children, 
how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to 
go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the 
kingdom of God.'" 

~ The love ofmoney leads to eviL 
I ,nI1VfWltI+t-/-H. If):lJ~ Timothy 6:10, NIV. "For the love of· . 

[prill'! [ money is a root of all kinds of evil.
II ]1 Some people, eager for money, have 
6 wandered from the faith and pierced 

themselves with many griefs." 

Greed often accompanies prosperity 
and can lead to crime. 
James 4: I -2, TLB "What is causing 
the quarrels and fights among you? 

Isn't it because there is a whole army 
of evil desires within you? You want 

what you don't have, so you kill to get it. You 
long for what others have, and can't afford it, so you start a fight to 
take it away from them. And yet the reason you don't have what you 
want is that you don't ask God for it." 

It's true, the more you give, the greater will be your reward. 
Luke 12:33-34, NIV "Sell your possessions and give to the poor: 
Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in 
heaven that will not be exhausted, where no thief comes near and no 
moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also." 

L________~___=~________ ~----------~--------~ 
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VISION STATEMENT: 


Jurong Christian Church is 
committed to be a 

community growing in 
worship, the Word, 

fellowshi and witnessin 

JURONG CHRISTIAN 


CHURCH 

MOTTO: 


Glorifying God, 

Obeying the Word, 


Touching lives, 

Saving souIs. 



